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PART OF | 
Ma. PRINCE SERMON, 
On Jos i, 21. 


Occaſioned by the Deceaſe of his eldeſt Daughter, 
Mrs. DE BORAH Pal Nc, 20th July 1744, in 
the 21ſt year of her age. e 


OU have generally known her character; I need 
not, therefore, give it to this aſſembly; and I 
am more eſpecially reſtrained, not only by my near 
relation, but by what ſhe ſaid to me with all the e- 
| motions of a grieved heart, three or four days before 
ſhe died. Dear father, I have been told, you- 
s ſpeak to people in my commendation, I beg you 
* would not! I am a poor — K ſinner, I do - 
© not deſerve to have one word ſaid in my favour! 
« Pray, Sir, do not. You cannot think how 
« grievous it is to me.” On theſe accounts, I 
muſt forbear her character. But becauſe God's deal- 
ings with her, both before and in her ſickneſs, have 
been ſo remarkable, I cannot but think it will be for 
his glory, and your advantage, to preſent you with 
-Jome relation of them. a 18 

As ſhe grew up, God was pleaſed to reſtrain her 
from youthful vanities, to make her ſerious, and 
move her to ſtudy the Bible, and the beſt of authors, 
both of hiſtory and divinity; among the latter 
of which, Dr. Watts's and Mrs. Rowe's writings - 
were very agreeable and familiar to her. The fpirit 
of God was alſo PREP to work on her heart by 
1 Dr. 


N a 
:- "— "Y Sewall's miniſtry, for whom ſhe had a high e- 
fleem, and by other means of grace; eſpecially when 
the came to be about fourteen years of age, ** convin- 
« cing and humbling her (as in a paper of her's ſhe 
repreſents it) © of all her fins both original and ac- 
«tual, of their greatneſs and heinouineſs, and of 
her need of a Saviour; enabling her, as ſhe ho- 
« ped, to repent of her ſins and forſake them; to 
lock to Chriſt as a compleat Redeemer ; to re- 
* nounce her own righteouſneſs, and depend on his 
"Ne only; and making her willing to accept him as 
offered in the goſpel, as her prophet, prieſt, and 
« king, to inſtruct, intercede for, and rule over 
«© hex,” | 
Upon this ſhe was deſirous of renewing her cgve- 
nant in public, and coming up to all God's ordinan- 
ces, but apprehenſions of her own unworthineſs, 
end eating and drinking judgment to herielf, diſcou- 
raged and prevented her till 18th July, 1739, when 
the narrowly eſcaped being drowned, in her father's 
boſom ; for as I had juſt received her irito my arms 
in a boat, in order to go aboard a veffel in the har- 
© bour, bound, to her uncle Denny's at Arrowſick, the 
boat ſheered off, and 1 fell back with her into the 
ſalt water, ten feet deep, with which ſhe was almoſt 
filed; and we both continued under it out of fight 
of her brother and ſecond ſiſter, looking on, for a- 
bove a minute. And if a couple of ſtrangers from 
Connecticut had not providentially been near at 
hand to reach her quickly, in a minute or two more 
the had been paſt recovery. But now ſhe lived five 
years and two days longer. 

Being affected with this great danger and deliver. 
ance, he ſeemed to be further awakened and ſtirred 
up to her duty of devoting herſelf to her divine Pre- 
ſerver, of walking in all his commandments, and in 
living to his glory ; and in conſequence of this, at 
her own motion, ſhe was, on Lord's day the 5th ol 
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the following month, propounded; and the igth, 
publickly gave herſelf to God in covenant, and came 
into full communion witl us. * 
When Mr. Whitfield came and preached in the 
fall of the year enſuing, ſhe, with multitudes of o- 
thers, was excited to à livelier view of eternity, to a 
ater care of her immortal ſoul, to a ſtricter ſearch 
into herſelf, and a more earneſt labour after vital 
| piety, and. the power of godlineſs, and to make 
them more the buſineſs of her life: and now ſuch 
experimental and ſearching writers as Mr. Shepherd 
of Cambridge, Mr. William Guthrie of Scotland, 
Meſſrs. Flavel and Mead of England, Mr. Stoddart of 
Northampton, and Mr. Mather of Windſor in New 
England; c. were more diligently read, and high!) 
ly valued. | „ 
She now ſuſpected all her former experiences, that” 
her heart remained unrenewed, and that ſhe had not 
rightly received Chriſt, until 13th December, 1740, 
when, on a day of private prayer and faſting, thoſe 
divine paſſages were ſet home with ſurpriſing and o- 
vercoming power on her diſtrefied foul, Matth. viii 
Mark i. and Luke v.“ And there came a leper to 
© him full of leproſy who ſeeing Jeſus, fell on his 
face, and beſought him, ſaying, Lok, if thou 4w/?,. 
thou canff make me clean. And Jeſus moved 
& with compaſſion, put forth his hand and touched 
“% him, and faith unto him, I will, be thou clean; 
“ and as ſoon as he had ſpoken, immediately the le- 
% proſy departed from him, and he was cleanſed.” 
With thoſe. paſſages of grace, there came into her 
ſuch. a ſweet and raiſed view, both. of the power 
and willingneſs of the dear Redeemer, to cleanſe br 
her from the leproſy of fin, and fave her, as to | 
fatisfy her of. it, .and draw her to him in ſuch a 
manner as ſhe never felt before: and ſhe told her 
younger ſiſter, that if ever ſhe rightly embraced the 
Saviour and was converted, ſhe thought it was at: 


A. | that: 


1 ; 

that happy ſeaſon; though this I never knew till 
{ance her funeral, it being one of her infirmities to 
de too referved. = © 8 
Whether ſhe had any particular apprehenſion of 
the ſhortneſs of her life, I cannot tell; but God, who 
knows it, ſeemed to put her on redeeming her time, 
and eagerly improving opportunities of hearing his 
word, both publickly and privately, in ſeaſon and 
out of ſeaſon, and in the ſtormieſt weather, as if ſhe 
had, —and every opportunity would be the laſt. 
Some people blamed her, as being over-diltgent and 
eager, but ſhe had ſalvation and eternity in view, 
went on fteadily without regarding ſuch ſuggeſtions, 
feemed to grow dead to the prefent world, and to 
mind nothing fo much as making her calling and e- 
lection ſure. | | | — | 

Mr. Tennant's ſearching preaching raiſed in her, 
as in many others, a great and conſtant jealouſy of 
being deceived, and upon every ſpiritual declenſion, 
2 cloud of darkneſs overwhelmed her,-and inclined 
her to judge ſhe was. He inſiſting, that without 
ſanctifying grace, our bleſſed Saviour gives none a 
right to partake at his table, occaſioned her much 
perplexity ; for, from thence ſhe argued, that un- 
leſs the knew ſhe had ſanctifying grace, ſhe could 
not know ſhe had a right; and to partake without 
knowing ſhe had a right, would be not to partake in 
faith, but in preſumption, and this ſhe had no right 
to do: and hence, when doubts of her ſtate aroſe, 
ſhe durſt not participate, but only attended with de- 
fire, and, I believe, with deep regret and ſelf. abaſe- 
ment. 80, though her jealouſies and fears were 
troubleſome, I am apt to think they were uſeful, 
not only to make her look into and ſee herſelf, and 
make her more broken, humble, and 'careful, but 
alſo to excite her cares and labours after livelier de- 
grees of grace, and the clearer evidence of it. 


Sometimes ſhe bad light and comfort, but I think 


oftener 


oftener otherwiſe ; and this ſeemed another infirmi- 
ty, that ſhe was atraid of comfort, leſt it belonged 
not to her, and ſhe ſhould be thereby deluded. For 
T think ſhe thould have humbly received every com- 
fort which the ſovereign God by the ſcrĩpures offer-. 
ed her, to excite her thankfulnefs, love, praiſe, 
and zeal, encouragement to go on in her Chriſtian 
courſe, and care to guard againſt ingratitude, negli- 
gence, and ſecurity. \ _ 0; 1I3-CS 

In her lively and pleaſant frames, ſhe wrote down 
her happy ideas, and they were her choiceſt writ- 
ings; but afterwards, in a time of decay, ſhe burnt 
them; and the reaſon ſhe gave to an intimate com- 
panion, and one of the female ſociety to which ſhe 
joined for the moſt endearing exerciſe of ſocial piety, 
was, becanſe, in caſe the ſhould be ſuddenly taken 
away, her friends would think her to be as good as 
thoſe writings repreſented. bs 
But I now come to her fichneſs. - | 
On Tueſday 29th May ſhe was ſeized on a ſudden 
with a flow fever, and, upon going up to her cham- 
ber, dropped a word as if the thould never come 
down alive, 

From the beginning ſhe was much more appre- 
henſive of danger than any elſe; and though concern- 
ed about her ſoul, yet complained of her ſtupidity, 
blindneſs of mind, impenitence, and unbelief; de- 
nying ſhe had any ſanctifying grace, but judging ſhe 
had been deceiving herſelf with the counterfeit re- 
ſemblance of it. 925 

Her fever continued without intermiſſton for a- 
bove a month, and then becoming hectical, perſe- 
vered with ſome ſmall abatements in the former part 
of the day, then riſing higher in the afternoons and 
nights, till ſhe expired. 

Though ſhe had ſeveral ſurprizing turns when ſhe 
thought the was dying, yet I ſaw no very dangerous 
{ymptoms till Lord's day, iſt July, at my returning 


* 


192 


Rome from the afternoon exerciſe, when ſhe was 
grown ſo ill, that we apprehended ſhe was haſtening 
to her great change, and h&# mother thought her- 
felf obliged. in faithfulneſs, to tell her own appre- 
benſion. Upon which ſhe thanked her for the 


Kindneſs, but quickly fell into great diffire/5 in the 


awakening views yu near eternity, and her being un 
or it. With agony ſhe cried, ! O! I am 
«© juſt going into eternity ! and I have no intereſt in 
& Chriſt; and I cannot ſubmit, I cannot. believe ! 
&« O what ſhall I do! O, dear Sir, what ſhall I do,” 
Sec. T told her, there was no other way but to 
& condemn herſelf at the foot of the all-ſufficient 
6 and compaſſionate Redecmer, and there to lie and 
« die, imploring the mercy he offered; and if ſhe 
& did ſo, I believed he would in. noways caſt her 
4 off, or let her periſh.” It would break a heart of 
Kone to hear her ! and O the horror of that night.! 
it was one of the moſt diſtreſſing I ever knew 
We were afraid of her dying all that night. — 
When: I was obliged to leave her that ſhe. might get 
ſome reſt, I ordered the. watcher, as at other times, 
to call me if there ſhould be any alteration : and 
when I came to her early in the morning, I found: 
her exceeding ill, weakened, and diſcouraged; and 
that ſhe had not ſlept a wink, being afraid of cloſing 
her eyes, leſt ſhe ſhould ſuddenly open into eternity. 
But after ſome diſcourſe and prayers, ſhe was perfua- - 
ded to reſigu herſelf. into the arms of Jeſus, compo- 
ſed herſelf to reſt, and ſlept, and upon awaking was 
a little refreſhed, which I improved to encourage 
| her. > 
However, her awful darkneſs ſtill continued; and 
though I reaſoned with her, about her former expe-- 
rience, yet all in vain. O dear father,” cried ſhe, 
you have better apprehenſions of me than you 
% ſhould have; you do not know what a vile crea- 
„ ture Iam; I have dreadfully apoſtatized from 
| « Chriſt, 


K | 
„ 
& Chriſt, have grown exceeding negligent of reli- 
«« gious duties, and was returning to the world a- 
«© gain.“ I told her, we did not perceive it; that I 
could not ſee thoſe decays ſhe ſpoke of, to be incon- 
ſiſtent with a regenerate ſtate, though they were 
matter of deep abaſement; and ſhe ſhould have a 
care ſhe denied not the gracious work of God with» 
in her. She begged me not to ſpeak to her nor 
« pray for her as a converted perſon, but as a 
« wretched, unconverted ſinner, who had cloſed 
with Chriſt from merely ſenſitive and ſelfiſh mo- 
ce tives, as fear of hell, and not from the higheſt 
« apprehenſion and love of him, as moſt defirable 
„ to ſee and enjoy.” > aha | 
I told her, Chriſt, as a compaſſionate Saviour, 
had revealed hell to us, on purpoſe that we might 
be afraid of it, and by the fear be moved to fly to 
him to ſave us fromit; and this muſt, therefore, 
be a dutiful compliance with his gracious purpoſe ;- 
that this kindneſs in diſcovering hell, with his 
concern and willingneſs to fave us from it, is a part 
of his amiableneſs, for which we ought to love 
and embrace him, though we ſhould, indeed, be 
excited alſo with the higher motives of his per- 
ſonal excellencies. - But by her former experience, 
it ſeemed to me ſhe had cloſed with him from the 
views of theſe as well as the other.---** She could not 
“ deny, that ſhe had ſometimes thought ſo, but 
© could ſee nothing of his lovelineſs now; and con- 
te cluded, ſhe had been deceived.” 3 
I alſo argued, from her love to the houſe and word 
of God, and to his people and miniſters; from her 
peculiar love to thoſe whom ſhe apprehended to be 
moſt eminent for vital piety, eſpecially thoſe miniſters 
who moſt laid open the hypocriſy of the hearts of 
men, who made formaliſts moſt uneaſy, and were moſt 
zealous for the power of godlineſs ; from her bitter 
mourning, of which we were witnefles, for the m_ 
of 


* 


— 
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of the Rev. Mr. Cooper, though ſhe was neither re- 

lated to, nor aequainted with him any otherwiſe, 
than by a diligent hearing his lectures; but only be- 
cauſe of his eminence in piety, preaching, and ac- 
tivity in promoting the doctrines of grace, the con- 
verſion of ſinners, edification of converts, and there- 
in the cauſe of Chriſt “, as alſo from her choice of 
pious companions, and other hopeful ſrgns of grace, 
but all to no purpoſe ; and, though the Rev. Dr. 
Sewall likewiſe laboured to reſolve her ſcruples, we 
found that none but the Almighty himſelf could do 
it though we believed her to be a child of God, 
yet i his Spirit did not witneſs with her ſpirit that 
the was ſo, ſhe could not ſee it, nor could we help 
her to the view, and to him we were obliged to leave 
it. Dr. Sewall obſerving to me, from his former ac- 
quaintance with her, that if ſhe ſhould die in-dark- 
neſs, we ſhould have good ground to hope, that God 
had given grace, and would take her to glory. 

I then changed the tenour of my diſcourſing from 
day to day; and ſuppoſing ſhe were not converted, re- 
preſented her caſe as indeed very dreadful, but not as 
deſperate; and at ſeveral times, as ſhe was through 
r lineſs able to bear, endeavoured to ſet be- 

ore her the infinite fountain of mercy and grace in 
God; how this fountain is open, free, and eternal- 
ly overflowing through Chriſt, even to the chief of 

3 how he delights in overflowing; how he 
thereby glorifies every perſon in the Godhead, both 
Father, Son, and Spirit; and how he would be ſo 
far from lofing any glory, that he would glorify os 


X Her younger ſiſter had alſo juſt been telling me, that 
the day after Mr. Cooper died, this eldeſt ſiſter had ſuch an 

awful view of the anger of God therein, as ſhe was hardly 
able to bear up under it. I did not inſiſt on her aggravated 
ſorrow for the loſs of her Rev. Uncle Thacher, becauſe of 


his relation, though he was very dear to her, on the like 
accounts as Mr, Cooper. 


„„ |= | | 
of his perfections, in forgiving and ſaving her, than 
in rejecting and damning her. I endeavoured alſo 
to ſet before her the wondrous pity, condeſcenſion, 
offices, humiliation, ſufferings, ſacrifice, righteouſ- 
neſs, merits, exaltation, glory, power, grace, .calls, 
and promiſes of Chriſt ; how touched with a fellow- 
feeling of her infirmities and miſeries, how tenderly 
compaſſionate, how open his arms, how earneſtly 
inviting and intreating, how ready to receive her, 
beſtow his righteouſneſs on her, intercede for and 
reconcile her to the holy Ged; that one fingle in- 
terceſſion of his would fave her eternally, He need 
only ſay, O divine Father, here is a poor guilty, 
«« wretched, periſhing, and ruined ſinner; for my ſake 
« be reconciled to her;“ and God would be recon» 
ciled that very moment; that Chriſt only waited for 
her coming towards him; and, as the father of the 
prodigal, he would even run immediately to meet 
and embrace her, intercede for, and reconcile her; 
yea, beſtow himſelf, his Spirit, and all his graces and 
benefits on her.. | 

She would reply :—© O ſhe could not come to 
% Chriſt, ſhe could not truſt in him, ſhe could not 
e believe.” I told her, if ſhe thought ſhe could not 

come to him, nor towards him, he was come to her; 
he was come in ſhewing her her ſin, danger, periſh- 
ing condition, and abſolute neceſſity ; he had done 
abundantly for her already, and was ready to do in- 
finitely more; he was now at hand, and looked on 
her; and ſhe need only look up to him, and he 

would intercede and ſave her; or, if he had given 
her a heart to caſt 'herſelf down at his feet, and re- 
ſolve that if ſhe periſhed, ſhe would periſh there, I 
believed he would never let her periſh here: He muſt 
have infinitely more mercy than the bowels of her 
own father for her. O but this heart of mine 
4 (ſhe ſaid) is hard, and my mind blind, and I can 
& Jo nothing.” 1 told her, that to feel her utter 


impotence, 


Fa 
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impotence, and loſt condition, and condemn herſelf 
at the foot of the Redeemer, was the goſpel way to 
receive both faving ſtrength and righteouſneſs " Dax 
him: What b 4 with for more, than-thoſe moſt 
gracious words, 1 Cor. xi. 31. Fr if wwe would judge 
' ourſelves, we we ſhould not be judged. © She ſeemed re- 
& ſolved to lie at 2 —— ſhe periſhed there,” 
but no ray of light or comfort,---nor was ſhe able to 
ſubmit to die, eil death appeared. 
My dear ople, you muſt needs be ſenſible of the 
at fire of a father's heart, putting his ſoul in 
. er ſoul's place, for ſo many weeks together. 
Inceſſant prayers were made for her both in pub. 
- lic and private by her relatives and pious acquaintan- 
ces, who dearly loved her; but they all, till the 7% 
Ba hour of her life, ſeemed unanſwered. Some were 
perſuaded, God would not remove her till he gave 
her light, peace, and joy in believing; and theſe two 
things eſpecially were matter of thankfulneſs, of hope 
and comfort to us: ½, That God was pleaſed to con- 
tinue to her all along, when ſhe was quite awake, the 
clear exerciſe of her underſtanding, as alſo great 
calmneſs and compoſure, unleſs now and then on 
ſome ſudden apprehenſion of dying: 2d, That he 
was alſo pleaſed to enable her conſtantly to bear his 
| hand, with meekneſs, patience, and humility ; con- 
Seung and abaſing herſelf, and juſtifying him; 
ea, almoſt continually, upon the ſmalleſt inſtance of 
dily relief, or kindneſs of others, tenderly repeat- 
Ing it,—0 how good is Gd O how good tis God and 
ſo running up every comfort to him. 
But in ſuch perplexing darkneſs ſhe continued til 
Friday zoth July, about ſunſet, when, with ſurprize, 
ſhe entered the valley of the ſhadow of death. 
About five in the afternoon I was haſtily called 
up, and found her in great diſtreſs for want of 
breath; and, no doubt, ſhe was actually dying, 


though i it was . from me, 1 firſt aſked hers 
«c 
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If ſhe was yet enabled to reſign to the diſpoſe 
© and arms of Chriſt ?“ She replied, ſhe heped 


foe wat in a great meaſure; which was more than 1 
yer and ſome 


had yet heard from her. After 
diſcourſe, ſhe was a little relieved, and we Teft her 


to compoſe herſelf to ſleep. But, fleeping a few mi- 


nutes, about fix ſhe waked in the ftrong agonies of 
death, and was in great agonies all the while Dr. 


Sewall was praying, and the phyfician was with her, 
but, . bleſſed be God, in her full ſenſes. _ | 
When they had left her, I told her, the phyſician 


faid he could do no more, and we muſt reſign her to 
the arms of mercy. Upon this the ſurprizingly and 
calmly compoſed herſelf to die, but had no ſtrength 
to ſpeak ; and, her breath failing, ſhut her eyes, 
and ſeemed to be dying away. And now was the 
moſt diſmal time-of all ! to fee her depart in dark- 
neſs, without any gleam of light or comfort! and, 
looking on her, I ſaid, Dear child ! we ſhall ne- 
© ver hear her ſpeak one word more! 

O the diſtreſs in the rbom !—Bnt in the height 
thereof, when I was holding her arm in my hands, 
in three or four minutes, to our great ſurprize, 
opened her eyes; and, recovering a {mall meaſure of 
breath, with an inward interrupted ſpeech, through 
great difficulty for want of breath and ftrength, ſhe 
had juſt time to whiſper to me in a new language, 
which the expreſſed with great earneſtneſs, exerting 
herſelf to the utmoſt, ſo as to be heard by four or 
five who were neareſt to her; O 7 love the Lord Je- 


ſus with all my heart; I ſee 2 an amiableneſr; ſuch an 


amiableneſs in him ; Iprixe him above a thouſand wworlds ; 


all the delights and pleaſures of the aworld are nothing 15 


him! 1 aſked her, if ſhe could now reſign herſelf to 


his arms? She replied, —O yes, I believe in him! I re- 
Joice in him, and 1 rejoice in all the agonies I have borne | 
and tell the young people it; tell fuch a one, and fuch 
a one, and ſuch a one; and = the ſociety for the firengthe 
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ening their faith, and their encouragement to go on ; and 
tell fuch a one not to mind the vanities of the world, but 
feek to make her hope flironger. Tell ſuch a one, to live 
nearer to God. Tell fuch a one, not to be fo careful a- 
bout worldly matters, but to be more careful after Chriſt 
and grace. And having delivered the like pithy, per- 
tinent, and pathetic meſſages for five others, I then 
- aſked her; — Well, my dear child! what have you to 
fay to me? O, Sir, faid ſhe, that you may be more 
« fervent in 2 miniſtry, and in exhorting and expo- 
Hulating with finners ! | | 
All the while ſhe ſaid theſe things in the burning 
- exerciſe of love to Chriſt and ſouls, I felt the ſtrong 
convulſions and trembling agonies of death in her 
arm; and, as ſoon as ever ſhe had finiſhed her ſaid 
_ wiſh for me, finding her life a going, ſhe had only 
fo much breath remaining as juſt to ſay,--- And now, 
Lerd Fejus, receive my ſpirit ! and letting her head 
fall back, and dying away, we prayed ; and, while 
we were in prayer, reſigning her ſoul to Jeſus, ſhe, 
without a groàn or ſob, breathed it into his boſom, 
I repeated her words, as ſhe delivered them, ſo as 
the rett in the room might know them ; and never 
did I ſee fo much diſtreſs, eſpecially round a dying 
bed, on a ſudden turn into ſo much joy. I cou'd 
ſcarce have thought it poſſible before, that a father, 
a mother, a brother, and ſiſters, could have been ſo 
tranſported in the expiring mements of one fo near 
and dear to them. | | 
O the mighty power of God ! O the adorableneſs 
of his ſovereign pleaſure ! O the amazing depths of 
his wiſdom ! Othe wonders of his pity and grace 
O the tenderneſs and lovelineſs of the dear. Redeem- 
er! what irrefiſtible reaſon is here to admire, and 
love, and chuſe, and ſeek him, and relinquiſh every 
creature as loſs, and droſs, and dung, in compariſon 
with him ! and, O, what enlivening arguments -are 
here, in the midſt of the thickeſt darkneſs, —_ 
7 the 
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the belly of hell, to hope and wait to the lateſt 
breath of life, for mercy and ſalvation! 
Never let a poor diſconſolate foul from this time 
deſpair in the mercy and power of God, while it feels 
nothing elſe but guilt and filth, and impotence, and 
wretchedneſs, and ruin within itſelf. OY 
O the glory and divinity of 'the true religion of 
the bleſſed Jeſus! To ſee even a feeble, tender, dark: 
ened, ſelf condemned ſoul; patiently and meekly bear- 


ing all the anguiſhes of a conſtant fever, with its 


reſtleſs nights, accompanied with fears of death and 
eternal miſery, for ſeven weeks and a half together; 
humbly juſtifying the holy God, and continually ad- 
miring his goodneſs to her; and, after all her ear- 


neſt deſires of life, that ſhe might have a further 


ſeaſon of making ſure of a happy eternity, till ſhe. 
came into the agonies of death; yet then at once to 
loſe her fears, and even rejoice in thoſe very agonies; 
yea, chiefly, to employ her few expiring moments 


in expreſſing her dying concern for their ſalvation 


who were outliving-her.---Is this in the power of na- 
ture, or of a mere creature? or, is it not the clear - 
eſt evidence of a power divine, a clear diſplay of the 
excellence of Chr and his religion, and à pleaſing 
demonſtration of its happy reality. k. 

O what abundant cauſe for all her relatives and 


friends, yea for the people of God, who haye heard 
of her darkneſs; and pitied and prayed for her, now - 


to thank and praiſe him, and to encourage them 
ſelves and others to ſeek and hope in him for the 
time to come; 15 l 

O what unrepliable reaſons for her nenreſt and 
deareſi friends and relatives to ſubmit entirely to the 


ſovereign, righteous, holy, and bereaving hand of 


God, eſpecially when ending with ſuch a ſmile of 
raercy !-'But, alas! I find my latent enmity to God 
too often riſing in ſecret diſſatisfactions with his deal- 
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ings towards me, againſt the ſtrongeſt reaſons, and 
the higheſt obligations! O the enmity of the heart 
to God! and, it may be, none may fo clearly ſee it, 
or ſo much ſuſpect it, till they are under powerful 
convictions, or come to be tried with ſome very af. 
Hicting providence, N | 

My dear people ! with my moſt aſſectionate thank- 

fulneſs for your tender pity and kindneſs under this 
heavy affliction, and your great reſpect · to the dear 
deceaſed, I deſire your prayers that we may be ſup- 
ported, fanQtified, comforted, and quickened ; that 
we may ſo behave ourſelves in ſuch a trying diſpenſa- 
tion, as to glorify God, and ſo improve it as to get 

and live in an habitual and actual readineſs for death 
and eternity. For me in particular, that I may be 
excited to more earneſt labours for your eternal fal- 
vation, and may be able to anſwer the afe&tnate 
wiſh of my dying child; and that the Spirit of Ged may 
greatly quicken and proſper me, with 'my dear and 
reverend colleague in the whole of our miniſtry 
and, in particular; give both to you and yours tbe 
moſt deſirable light of his countenance in your dying 
moments. | | | 

But I cannot tell how-to end my ſermon without 
a plain addreſs to you all, in the particular characters 
of parents and children upon this occaſion. | 
11 To thoſe who are Parenis. 
O both now and conſtantly conſider your children 
have immortal ſouls, but very frail and dying bodies 
that they are haſtening to death and eternity; that 
their preſent life is the only time of preparation for 
them, and this time is utterly uncertain; that, as 
God hasgraciouſly given them to you, he has commit-. 
ted their moſt precious ſouls to your ſpecial care, and 
will require them of you; and that now is the only 
ſeaſon you are certain of to labour in their prepara- 
tion for that eternity and judgment they are haſten- 


ing to. 8 
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| O!] do you not love your children, do you not pity © 
them under their temporal afflictions? And are you 
not ready to do and ſuffer any thing for their tem- 
poral comfort, which is but for a few uncertain mo- 
ments? And do not you love their immortal ſouls ? 
Do not you pity them under the terrible wrath and 
curſe of God, and the deſtroying power of fin and 
Satan? And can you quietly ſee and let them yo on 
in ſin or vanity, or neglect of Chriſt? Are any of 
} - you willing they -ſhould- deſcend - to that dreadful - 
place, and there, among devils and damned wretch- 
es, for ever cry and curſe you for your cruel negli- 
gence to ſave them from that gulf of horror. 
If a child of any among you be there already, or 
ſhould be there hereafter through your neglect, 0 
how horrible the guilt; how bitter the reflection! 
And if you ſhould be damned with them too, O 
what a horrid welcome will they give you; when you 
go down with them into the - infernal regions, and 
how inſufferably upbraid you before the world, in the - 
long day of judgment, and the eternity hereafter. -- we 
O, therefore, now ſtir up yeurſelves to improve | 
the preſent time, to ſecure them from endleſs miſe- 1 
ry. Tell them of the glorious: perſections of God 
who made, upholds, defends them; gives them eve- 
ry comfort, obſerves, diſpoſes of, and will ſurely 4 
judge them. Tell them of the word of God, of his | 
_ righteous, holy, ſpiritual, and extenſive law; of the | 
fearful threatenings and curſes in it, of death and 
judgment, heaven, hell, eternity. Tell them of 
their immortal ſouls; of their ſinfulneſs, guilt, and : 
impotence; and of their condemned, dangerous, 
and undone condition. Tell them of the nature and 
neceſſity of regeneration by the holy Spirit; of the 
all-ſufficiency and willingneſs of Chriſt to recontile 
them to God, and ſave them Tell them who Chriſt * 
is, and what he has done and. ſuffered on earth, and 
What he is doing in heaven for their redemption and 
9 | B 3 eternal 
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eternal bleſſenneſs. Do what you can to ſet him 
forth in all his offices, his benefits and glories. Tell 
them of the nature and neceflity of repenting and 
believing in him. Put them on reading the holy 
ſcriptures, and the moſt experimental aud ſearching 
writers: In all appointed ways, endeavour to lead 
them to the dear Redeemer, and never ceaſe to pray 
and labour, till you ſee his image formed in them. 

2d, To you the children, both younger and elder. 

O dear children, you phinly ſee you may die in 
. Youth, and when you die you go into eternity; God 
has made you for eternity, he will bring you to eter- 
nity, and when to bring you to it, wholly depends 
on his ſovereign pleaſure : Your youngeſt age, your 
greateſt health and ſtrength, your merriment and 
confidence are no ſecurity; nor can the ſkill of the 
beſt phyſicians, nor can the power of medicines, nor 
your moſt piteous cries, nor the moſt earneſt prayers 
of others, ſecure you from death or eternity in your 
early days. But thoſe of you who now think your- 
ſelves the fartheſt off, may be the neareſt to them. 

And, O!] if any of you ſhould be ſurpriſed, when 
you expect it not, with ſome fatal and diſtracting 
ſickneſs, unprepared, what can you then do? It 
pleaſed God, indeed, to give my child the exerciſe 
of her underſtanding all the while; but O how ma- 
ny others are, ſoon after they are taken ill, deprived 
of theirs? and this may be the caſe with you: in 
the name of Chriſt I warn you of it. Delay now 
no longer, but, from this time forward, do your ut- 
moſt to conſider your dreadful ſinfulneſs and danger; 
and look and ſeek very unceaſingly to Jeſus to ſhow 
them to you; and, by renewing you, to ſave you 
from them. | 

He fees you in all your wretchedneſs; he pities 
you. moſt tenderly ; he is loth that you ſhould pe- 
rith ; his arms are open, ready to embrace you; he, 
by me, now calls you to him; he calls aloud ; — 

: | calls - 
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ealls again. O, if he were here in fleſh, how kind- 
ly would he look upon you ! how would he ſtretch 
out his hands towards you! how would he-call you 
with a flood of tears l how rejoice at Aceing you 
move towards him ! and how greatly would his 
heart be grieved with you, refuſing to come to him, 
that you might be ſaved, and be his for ever. 

O will you at length now hear him ? will you now 
reſolve that you will ſlight him no longer ? will you 
now yield to his melting calls ? will you now reply ? 
* O] deareſt Jeſus, I will flight thee no 944. 1 
will deny thee no longer! I am willing to be thine ! 
F defire to be thine, and that thou mayeſt be mine 
entirely and for ever ! O I look to thee! Icome to 
thee ! I try to come ! I give myſelf to thee ! Thou, 
Lord Feſus, haſt at laſt made me willing! Thou haſt 
raiſed theſe deſires in me] and O now anſwer them! 
Now take me to be thine ! O renew my heart, and 
come into it, and dwell and reign in it as thine own 
for ever ! and I will for ever praiſe thee h its 

f To conclude his preſent calls. If you thus com- 
ply, O then Chrift is yours, and all his benefits are 
yours, and death is yours, and heaven is yours, e- 

33 is yours, and God is yours; they are yours 
for ever, x 88 
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ExTRACTS from Mk. HUNT's StkM ov 
on the Death of, MRS. GILL. * 
Preached at the Sou rn Cnvacn in BOST ON, 
2 Auguſt, 17717. | 


N EITHER my capacity or inclination allow me 
to deal in encomiums, or to ſet forth the piety. 
and virtue of thoſe perſons, who, in the moſt ſerious 
hours of life, confeſſed themſelves unworthy ſin- 
ners, diſclaimed all pretences to merit, and refuſed 
all conſolation but what aroſe from the efficacy of 
that blood which made the atonement: it ix well 
known that the late Mrs. Gill, the perſon of whom 
I am ſpeaking, was, by her birth “, not only entitled 
to ſingular advantages to furniſh her mind with uſe- 
ful knowledge, but placed under the forming hand 
of an indulgent parent, who made it no more the 
buſineſs than the pleaſure of his life to inſtill in her 
mind thoſe principles of knowledge and piety, which 
were ſo conſpicuous in himſelf, Her fingular im- 
provements were highly to his ſatisfaction. She early 
in life diſcovered herſelf not only the ingenious but 
the ſerious mind, and as a ſpecimen of it, +ſoon made 
open profeſſion of the Chriſtian religion by attend- 
ing the. ordinances of the goſpel in the church of 
which her honoured father was paſtor, in connec- 
tion with the late venerable and juſtly eſteemed Dr. 
Sewall. Her numerous acquaintance can witneſs. 
that ſhe did honour to her profeſſion, by ber em- 


a plary 


® She was daughter to the late reverend and learned Mr. 
Thomas Prince, who, although he had ſ:yeral children, on- 


ly Mrs. Gill ſurvived him. 
t At about 16 years of age. 
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plary conduct, in the various departments of life to 
which ſhe was called. From her firſt entrance intg 
the marriage: ſtate, ſhe exhibited the bright example | 
of an amfable wife, an endearing companion, and 
an indulgent miſtreſs. © Her natural inclination. led 
her to books, and her many private papers diſcover 
à good acquaintance with them: A vein of piety 1 
fpreads itſelf through them, which manifeſts the 
warm emotions of her mind, and that religion was 
both the buſineſs and pleaſure of her life: And 
however ſhe might diſtruſt the genuineneſs of her 
religious exerciſes at certain ſeaſons, yet their gene- 
ral courſe ſhews a mind under a deep habitual ſenſe, 
not only of the reality of the important truths of 
the goſpel, but of their intrinſic excellency ; and that 
ſhe felt ſuch an efficacy in its doctrines and precepts, 
as made her rejoice in God, not fo much as a means 
of ſafety from evil, as her only proper portion to 
le , f i 2 2 33 Ne 
During her laſt ilIneſs “, (which we know to be as 

ſevere, as long continued,) the whole courſe of her 
conduct amidſt the obſtinate ſtruggles of animal na- 
ture, witneſſed the ſingularly patient mind, and re- 
ſigned Chriſtian. In this ſeaſon, as ſhe had full 
poſſeſſion of her rational powers, time was given for 
the moſt ſerious recollection: Death is no cour- 

tier: there is no jeſting with a dying perſon : She 

| viewed herſelf as fuch; and gave growing evidence 

A of the excellency of that degree of religion ſhe pro- 
felled, in that it not only armed her with ſingular 

patience during a long and ſevere ſickneſs, but made 
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4 her rejoice at the thoughts of her diſſolution. She 
0 declared herfelf a firm believer of the doctrines of 
y the goſpel, truſted ſhe, in ſome: degree, felt their e- 
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* The author's perſonal acquaintance with Mrs. Gill, 
commenced with her laſt ſickneſs, which was of the dropſi - 
cal kind, and of more than eight months continuance, 
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nergy, and hoped to be an eternal monument of that 
grace of which ſhe knew herſelf to be unworthy: 
And although, it is ſaid, her life has not only been 
circumſpe&, but exemplary, yet, but a few hours 
previous to her diſſolution, ſhe declared ſhe laid no 
ſtrels, ſeparate from her connections with our bleſſed 
Saviour, on her religious conduct of any kind, as 
buaving any moral efficacy to draw down the divine 
favour; but, diſcarding all other . refuges, truſted 
ſolely and abſolutely. to that finiſhed righteouſneſs 
and atonement, revealed in the goſpel, through our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; which fully coinceded with a de- 
claration made many years ſince: That ſhe fled to 
the Blood of the Lamb; on that ſhe depended 
for pardon, cleanſing, acceptance, and all her ſalva- 
tion.” With the utmoſt calmneſs of mind, in full 
poſſeſſion of her rational powers, and without the 
leaſt perceptible ſtruggle of animal nature, ſhe made 
a a happy exchange, we truſt, of this life, for heaven - 
Jy glory- | elettkbt tles NN 
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"Mas. SARAH GILT. 
INTRODUCTION. 


RATE "TR eſpecially ſuch as are wrote ot 
one's perſonal profit or amuſement, without any 
view to their appearing in the public eye, may be 


conſidered as a glaſs which not only difcovers a per- 
fon's natural genius and improvement, but alſo the 


real moral qualities of the heart. Mrs. Gill had 
much recommended herſelf to her numerous ac- 


quaintance in the courſe of her life, which made 


them deſirous to ſee ſome of her more private pa- 
pers when deprived of the benefit of her company 
and converſation: for the writings of an intimate 
friend, while they convey uſeful inſtruction, make 
us feel the generous and warm emotions of friend- 
ſhip, and doubly profit, becauſe they doubly pleaſe. 

Thoſe of her papers, which it was thought proper 
to ſubjoin to this diſcourſe, are but a ſmall part of 
the many which ſhe was willing to ſave from ruin, 
having put an end to many of her writings with her 
own hands; perhaps the public may ſee more of 
them in ſome future | time, A diary of her life be- 
wh gins 
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gins with the year 1743, when ſhe was about four- 
teen years of age. She writes her deſign in keepin; 
it * is to aſſiſt her in the Chriſtian and divine life. 
Her mind appears to have been firſt religiouſly aſſect- 
ed about the time in which ſhe began her diary; for 
ſhe mentions, the ** firſt twelve years of my life were 


_ ſpent thonghtleſs of God ant eternity.” Her con- 


verſion does not ſeem to have been ſo ſenſible or ſud- 
den as many others may have experienced, as ſhe 
declares herſelf to have been gradually enlightened 
in the knowledge of God and Chriſt.” At this ſea- 
ſon ſhe complains. of much error and darkneſs. Her 
own words are, One error I went into, was judging 
of my ſtate by the experiences of others, whereas 


| | the word of God is the uy ſtandard by which we 


can judge of our ſtate.” Her diary plainly diſcovers 
that ſhe ſtadied the rules by which the Chriſtian life 
was to be directed, and this led her to make frequent 
complaints. of her criminal inattention to divine 
things, and the ſtrength of her own corruptions : 
it alſo points out the various methods ſhe purſued to 
animate and affiſt her in the religious life, as devout. 


meditation, ſerious ſelf-examination, joined with 


prayer and faſting : and although ſhe appears to 
have been acquainted with the genuine workings of 
true piety in the heart, and was herſelf perſuaded of 
it, at certain ſeaſons in particular, yet ſhe ſays, I 
find myſelf formal and ſlighty in duty; unwatchful ; 


unfruitful, and unexemplary to others:“ While ſhe 


ſaw, ſhe lamented theſe deficiencies, and drew up 
the favourable, and we have reaſon to think juſt 
concluſion, that amidſt all her darkneſs and doubts, 
Ae was formed by divine grace for the holy em- 
ployments of Heaven, and had choſen God for her 


portion.“ 


The following papers are independent on each o- 
ther; are ſelected and placed with little alteration in 
the ſame order in which the left them; are chiefly 

et? os devotional, 
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devotional, and ſhew that ſhe was not ſo delighted 
with books and company as to be forgetful of her 
own heart: She juſtly thought that the important 
truths of Scripture, in a complex view, were well 
formed to touch every principle of action in the hu- 


man breaſt, therefore that a proper knowledge or 


belief of them came armed with every motive by 


which the mind is wont to be moved; and that true 


religion, while it enlightened the underſtanding and 


convinced the judgment, warmed alſo the affections, 


and led the mind into habitual converſe with God. 

May the papers here ſelected be not only profita- 
ble and entertaining to her more particular friends 
and acquaintance, but t6 all into whoſe hands they 
may providentially fall: And may they feel thoſe 


traces of devotion in their hearts in this life, which 


are ſo neceſſary a preparative for the bleſſedneſs of 
the heavenly ſtate ! 


| Some of the PAPERS wrote by the late 


MRS. GILL. 
No. I. 
On Chriftian Magnanimity. - 

=O life is a ſcene of trials. Man is born to 
trouble as the ſparks fly upwards.— And as 
mankind in general, ſo Chriſtians in particular, have: 
troubles to grapple” with. Their ' glorious Leader 
forewarned them of it in his laft diſcourſe; © in the 
« world ye ſhall have tribulation.” And as the 
Chriſtian has oftentimes peculiar trials, fo he has a 
peculiar way of overcoming them: There is doubtleſs 
ſuch a thing as natural fortitude and greatnefs cf 
mind, When perſons of a calm and manly temper 
. C | duly 


ES 


IE: 26 -] : 
duly ſtudy the viciſſitudes of human life, and by 
comparing one thing with another, learn to ſet a juſt 
eſtimation . on things, this will inſpire them with 
contempt of many things, which the leſs diſcerning 
ſhall eſteem at a mighty rate ! Conſequently he will 
bear up under the loſs of what another ſhall account 
an inſupportable evil. But Chriſtian fortitude is 
quite another thing, riſes from another principle, is 
cheriſhed by other motives, and continued by other 

ſupports. GS: | . 
The principle from whence it ariſes ig religion, or 
a proper temper of mind towards God, and a juſt 
Tenſe of one's /el/. . Kist 
1. A ſupreme regard io God will diſpoſe it to a 
calm, dutiful acquieſcence in his will; this will ſi- 
lence all murmurings, ſubdue all diſcontent, com- 
poſe each undue inclination, humble the native pride 
of the buman heart, and diſpoſe it to a complacence 
in God as its portion and chief good. A branch of 
this religion conſiſts in Faith, a firm belief of the 
grand points of revelation, of the truth of the di- 
vine promiſes, the unchangeableneſs of the cove» 
nant, the veracity and ability of the Mediator of 
| that covenant: A fixed faith in the doctrine of a fu- 
ture ſtate of retribution, when all things which now 
appear diſordered and irregular, will then be ſeen to 
have been conducted with the moſt admirable ſkill, 
the happieſt connection, and ſurprizing harmony, to 
. attain the wiſeſt ends] This will cauſe it to triumph 
in the croſs, while it looks not at ſeen but unſeen 
things; while it views the eternal weight of glory 
working out for it, by means of affliction, zho/e af- 
Fiftions (however grievous to ſenſe, and hard for 
reaſon to ſubmit unto) will appear igt, and but 
for a moment. - 
2. A proper temper of mind towards one's ſelf, which 
can be found in none but a true Chriſtian, will lead 
it to the exerciſe of humility, As a creature, a mean 
4: creature, 
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creature, it will feel its dependence on God; hence 
be led to place its whole reliance on him; own its 
ſubjection to him, and reſign to his government. 
When ſore trials are upon it, this will be its lan- 
guage, It is THE Lon p, let him do as he pleaſes 
with his creature.“ Again, as it is a ſinful creature, 
this proper temper will lead it to the exerciſe of 
deep abaſement : It will be ſo far from reſenting its 
afflictions as injuries, that it will patiently ſay with 
the prophet, ** I will bear the indignation 'of the 
Lord becauſe I have ſinned againſt him,” and 
*« wherefore ſhould a living man complain for the 
puniſhment of his fins,” in a flight affliction Here, 
whereas tbeſe fins merit infinite puniſhment hereafter ! ! 
This will quiet the mind under deſerved calamities'; 
for, while it views the adorable juſtice, the ſpotleſs. 
purity; and at the fame time the wondrous patience, 
yea long ſuffering of God towards it, how can it re- 
ply to him! e 

The motives by which it is continued, are conſo- 
nant to theſe principles; — a love to Gd, to his will, 
providence, and glory ; 1 ts own ſpiritual advan: - 
tage here, and acceſs of glory hereafter; — the cove- 
nant and promiſes of ſupport under, improvement of, 


and final deliverance from, all its afliftions. The 
| ſupports by which it is cheriſhed, are the promiſes f 
the goſpel, the fulneſs there is in Chriſt for it, of 


grace and light, of holineſs and comfort; the con- 


ſolations and influences of the Spirit, and the be- 


lieving proſpect of a final conqueſt. 
No. 2. 
Ged All, and in All! 


087 in the unfathomable abyſs of thy greatneſs, 
thine infinite excellence, thy reſplendent glo- 
ries, 1 know not how to adore thee ! And yet, while 
4h C 2 I contemplate, . 
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I contemplate, I am all adoration ! Shall I attempt to 
Praiſe thee for thy wonderful works of creation, 
thoſe bright manifcHations of thy power, and thy 
_ wiſdom, theſe declare their Former, but theſe are not 
Thy/ef! Shall I contemplate thy providence which 
directs and governs all the univerſal ſyſtem of ani- 
mate and inanimate, rational and ſpiritual beings. — 
This ſpeaks thee all-ſovercign, wiſe,” omnipotent, 
and good! Shall L enter deeper, and ſing the redemp- 
tion of man: How Deity was joined to humanity ! 
Shall I endeavour to trace the wondrous ſcheme from 
the covenant of redemption, and carry my thoughts 
through all the types and thadows of the old diſpen- 
ſation, till the great antitype appeared in fleth ; and 
thence, through all he did, and all he ſuffered, to 
that aſtoniſhing period, when our divine Redeemer 
bowed his head, and declared it is fnifbed! Shall I 
Proceed and take a view of the works of his grace 
in the hearts of innumerable multitudes in every peri- 
od ſince his aſcenſion ! Shall I caſt my,eyes backwards 
on the various diſplays of his conquering power, in 
what he has done for his church, and carry fhem for- 
wards to what he has promiſed ſhall yet be done till 
time ſhall end, aud all his people are gathered toge- 
ther in one ! Shall I goon to that wondrous period the 
conſummation of all things? when all his conqueſts 
ae completed, and he, the Almighty Victor, ſhall ap- 
pear at the head of an innumerable company. which 
no man can number, ſurrounded by ten thouſand times 
ten thouſands of his mighty angels ! By faith ſhall 
I view him as the illuſtrious Wo of quick and dead, 
ſeated on his judgment-ſeat, all nations being ga- 
thered before hirn, /ife and death eternal iſſuing from 
his lips !—At the end of that day behold him finiſh- 
ing the ceconomy of the preſent ſtate, and in all the. 
pop of regal power aſcending into the higheſt 
eavens | and there opening the myſteries of provi- 
dence and grace, to the perpetual and growing admi- 
ration 
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ration and delight of ſaints and angels through eter- 
nity ! Shall I view him as he is Lord of angels ! and 

Lord of men! and Lord of worlds! And when all 
theſe thoughts are collected in one grand idea, ſhall I 

then ſtop and think I have ſeen enough? No! This 
is but a ſpeck to thee, the infinite Divinity ! I know + 
that thou art yet behind the veil, that 


—— “ Deu, thou art all! 
„ My foul flies up and down in thoughts of thee, . 
% And finds herſelf but at the centre flill!. 
« 1 AM, thy name! Exiſtence, all thine own! 
Creations nothing to Thee, the great Origina !? 


Fain would I know all that my feeble nature is ca- 
Pable of taking in; by what I ſee, I know 1 ſee but 
4 faint ray of thy glory! That ray aſtoniſhes me! I 
am abſorbed in the ocean of immenſity ! and find 
that all nations are as nothing, yea leſs than nothing, 
they are vanity to thee ! — What then am I! but a 
little mote ſwimming on the ſurface of the creation. 


—But O!] when I think of thee, to what do I iink ? 
& Now at thy feet with awful fear, MN 

„ Advring low Dll fall; 
« With joy 1 ſhrink to nothing berr, ET 
8 Before th eternal All! is, ES 


O thou ſelf exiſtent ! ſelf ſufficient Being !1—Let* 
me know of Thee all that mortality is capable f 
knowing: not to gratify a vain curioſity; but let me 
know thee fo as to love thee, ſe as to form me into 
a reſemblance of thee in moral rectitude, — knowing 
thy greatneſs will humble me, knowing thy ſoves - 
reignty will ſubdue me; — knowing thy holineſs will 
abaſe me; ty goodneſs will melt me; thy wiſdom : 
will aſtoniſh me; thy grace will allure me; therefore 
I beg to {ce thee as thou art in the face of Jefus the 

| C 3 Mediator; 
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Mediator 3 a ſight of thee, out of him, will con- 
ſume ue; but through him, attract me; and then 
I ſhall fly to and embrace him, and be for him, and 

my all ſhall be ſwallowed up in him who is the 
brightneſs cf the Father's glory, and the expreſs i- 
mage of his perſon. —Then, to the only living and 
true God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spi- 
rit, ſhall I devote my all, and ſpend an eternity, in 
the ſublimeſt adorations, ſervices, and praiſes, to 


him that fits on the throne, and {to the Lamb, for 


ever and ever. Amen. Hallelujah! - 


No. 3. 
Breathings after GOD. 


O { THOU unbounded, ſelf-ſufficient Being! 
Thou object of my happineſs ! Thou fountain 
of my bliſs ! Let me iniplore thy favour. This reſt- 
leſs ſoul was formed by thee, and formed capable of 
_happineſs:—My aſpiring mind aims at it, O direct 
my ſearch ! Let my ambition terminate on thee |— 
On thee let my whole delight be placed, my wiſhes 
centre lt is not in any inferior good to ſatisfy me: 
— Friends are precious, — outward enjoyments plea- 
fant, — intellectual attainments far better; but to 
know thee, to love thee, to enjoy thy fmiles, this is 
my life. I am not, I never can be ſatisfled without 
thee.— With thee I am full and happy, I am rich, I 
am more than contented.—— In thee I poſſeſs all 
that my nature is capable of —— Amidit ſtorms I am 
ealm in ſolitude I have a companion in ſickneſs I 

have eaſe—'This is- my hig heſt felicity, I can have, 
nor deſire greater, that Thou art mine, and I am 
thine.”—— And may a worthleſs worm, a clod, a 
nothing, yea a ſinful nothing, dare to ſpeak it 2 
Let heaven be aſtoniſhed, and earth W + 
| + 
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What? dare to love a God !—Low lay my ſoul, and 
bdumbly liſp what God himſelf approves. Thou 
knoweſt my inmoſt defires, and art acquainted with 
my moſt ſecret thoughts; and O my ſacred witnefs, 
may I not appeal to thee, and fay, My fupreme 
delight is in God. dy 3 
Ever the ſame is the object of my bliſs ; ever ac- 
tive is the principle within me therefore ever in 
purſuit of a ſomething to make amends. for its ear - 
neſt deſires. And where is that ſomething ? Where 
have I found it ?—the-world affords nothing but toil, 
vanity and tumult ;—Friendſhip is but a partial, and 
_ Eaſe a temporary pleaſure ; riches give no ſatisfac- 
tion to my mind ;—books and ſtudy, my favourite 
employments, will not pleaſe always. Abſtract from 
ſeuſitive things far from all finite views, I Bave had 
happy moments. My mind has been raiſed to a no- 
ble elevation, I have even not only deſpiſed all other 
low objects, but looked on my/elf with contempt— 
What can thus degrade myſelf in my own eyes— « 
What thus exalt a ſoul fo ſelf. abaſed? - Why, O my 
foul, art thou ſo unable to anſwer ? It is unanſwer- 
able! and yet this more than anſwers, a Gop fills - 
all, is all, and all in all.— It is a relation to him that 
makes me any thing—ſeparate from this, being is 
nothing, or worſe than nothing, a curſe. O let me he 
thine be this my whole deſire. _— Infinite fulneſs _ 
is ready to communicate full happineſs ! — O tranfe _ 
porting heart-enlivening thought I I'll dwell onit=:. - > 
Pl live on it—yes, PI] dwell, near this fountain Ja. - 
Be gone, ye lying cheats of ſenſe,-— Adieu, ye gau- 
dy trifles—-- My ſoul ſprings forth and graſps:ſupe- 
rior bliſs. Perfect excellence is the beauty I pant to 
ſee A cannot deſcend to love a leſſer: No; all other 
love is coldneſs, is perfect indifference to this divine 
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No. 4. 


- 


& b Lord is a God of judgment: Blefled 

are they that wait for him.“ — He knows 
when is the fitteſt time to beſtow ſuch a particular fa 
vour;— he knows how to prepare me for the recep- 
tion of it, and he knows when I am. prepared 
How often have I impatiently purſued, deſired, and 
prayed for a mercy, he has ſeemed to deny. I have 
gone on to ſeek, till almoſt diſcouraged ; have been 


ready to think either I was wrong in ſeeking, or it 


was in vain to ſeek, and juſt as I have been giving it 


Dover as à gone caſe, his mercy has ſurprized me; I have 


been brought out of long diſtreſs, into great light and 
peace ! Then I have feen reaſon to bleſs him for de- 
laying till har very time; and the timing the provi | 
dence has inhanced the value of the mercy. 

It is wiſe to wait for God's time, ſeeing he knows, 
and will order every thing in the very beſt time.— 
It is wiſe, as it is my intereſt; and it is ſo, as it is my 
duty. Adored be his goodneſs, who has condeſcen- 
ded to join the duty, the intereſt, and the comfort 


of his people in one. They are bleſſed that duti- 


fully wait for him: bleſſed even in waiting —never 
happier than quietly waiting for his ſalvation There 
is a reſt, a peace, a ſatisfaction in waiting, that the 
enjoyment in itſelf cannot give: bleſſed alfo when 
they receive that for which they waited. —Many a 


Chriſtian has bleſſed God for delaying his favours, 


and thereby leading them through many exerciſes of 
faith, of hope, of humble prayer, which never had 
deen added to their experiences, if he had given im- 
mediate ſenſible anſwers; and thoſe views they have 
had of God, and experiences of divine things they 
have met with on theſe occafions, have been ſome of 
the brighteſt evidences of their grace, and moſt e- 
«- 4 Mminent 
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minent experiences of their lives; and they can wit- 
neſs to the bleſſeuneſs of waiting for him! And ſure- 
ly I muſt yield my teſtimony to this! I have proved 
it! 

| _ 


No. 5. 
! GOD of grace, God of love, return to me, 
or never more ſhalt my ſoul have reſt. I wane 
der in an endleſs circle of mifery, and can find 
nought to ſolace me, without a God. My outward 
circumſtances on all accounts are as agreeable as I 
defire— but ah ! What avails the ſhining of the ſun 
to priſoners ſhut in a dark dungeon z no more does 
all I emjoy make me happy, until I ſee thy beauty, 
and read thy love in the ſmiles of thy benign coun» | 
tenance on me! O thou Majeſty Divine | My ſoul 
panteth for thee l my heart crieth for the living God. 
To ſee thy power and thy glory as thou art revealing 
it to ſome, and as I have ſeen it in former gladſome 
days in thy ſanctuary! O when ſhall I once more ſee. 
and feel a preſent God !—To-morrow.is a high feſti- 
val to the Lord! 'To-morrow Jeſus has appointed a 
banquet ! And will he call me there ? Call me, not 
as Eſther called Haman to procure his puniſhment, 
but as HE, in the days of his fleſh, called his dear 
diſciples to hold intimate endearing fellowſhip with 
them ? It may be the4aſt ſacrament I ſhall ever at- 
tend, the laſt opportunity to fit with Chriſt at his ta- 
ble! O may the attendance be an emblem of the mar- 
riage · ſupper of the Lamb in his Father's houſe a- 
bove! O to meet thee there, my adorable Jeſus ! 
There to give myſelf to thee ! There to receive thee 
in all thy glorious characters, thy ſacred and thy ſa- 
ving offices, and there to drink of the fatneſs of 
thine houſe ! My ſoul defires to ſeek and wait for 
thee, more than morning watchers, weary,of a 2 
> | an 
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ndnd dark night, look for the dawn of day] My ſoul 
n, and, if thou affiſt it, . follow hard after thee! 
O1 cannot be without thee ! Thy preſence is my. 
life. Be not angry while I aſk for life! My happi- 
neſs through eternity is embottomed en the, plea ! — 


I "Mo: & 


OW excellent is thy loving kindneſs, O God, 
therefore will F put my truſt in thee ! How 
glorious was my God, my King, this morning in 
the galleries of his grace]! What the riches of his 
love! I went early with deſire to meet him, I went 
to ſee his beauty, and inquire in his temple. My. 
heart was on the ſearch for God And O marvel- 
Jous to relate, HE meeteth ſinners ! He, the high, 
the lofty, and the holy God, meeteth the vileſt and 
the chief of all the guilty race] He met me in that 
moſt glorious declaration, Jai. xli- 17, 18, He met 
me in the cordial truths deduced from them. He 
opened a river on the high place of his ordinances — 
and he cauſed me to ſee a fountain in the valley of 
perplexing fears. O what grace, what fulneſs re- 
des in the Mediator! What fulneſs has he to be- 
ſow on our poor needy panting ſouls; and how free, 
how ready to beſtow them! yea how defirous is he to 
ſhower them on us, as deſirous is he to confer, as in- 
tent upon it, as he was to purchaſe. them. What 
remains then for me but to open my mouth wide, to 
expand my heart, and welcome the effuſion. of di - 
vine influences. Away my indifference, away my: 
unbelief, lie down at the breaſt of that promiſe a- 
bove, and draw conſolation; be ſatisfied with the 
bliſs it enſures, be delighted with the good it confers: 
O my ſoul, haſte, haſte to thy ſolace ! Here is mar- 
row and fatneſs—Here all deſirables. I bid a glad 
adieu to every thing elſe. as. my good, and take 2 


I 
God for my all, to love him, and to live upon him? 


— [ will not love huſband, parent, friends, houſes, 
lands, riches, pleaſures, nor any thing in compare 


with My GoD, MY ALL!— 


No. 7. 
Internal Evidences of a renewed Heart. 


M Y heart is very deceitful—but ſo far as I know 
it, I know when I feel happieſt, and what I 
delight moſt ſenſibly in: I love my friends dearly 
but I love the preſence of God more. I delight in 
good ſociety, but I prize commainion with the Fa- 


ther of ſpirits more. love to ſerve my friends, 
but 1 delight vaſtly more in feeling my very will en- 


tirely ſubject to God. —— Yea I have found an un- 
ſpeakable pleaſure in having my will croſſed, and my 
carnal deſires denied by him.— And I do know that 
I never. felt better pleaſed, than when I ſurrendered 
my will, affections, and all my concerns into his 
hands, and left it with him to do juſt what he pleaſ- 

ed therewith - Is not this real religion? If it is not, 
I know not what it can be nature cannot attain jt: 
It is contrary to nature to love to be croſſed, and 
this becauſe God chuſes it Can leſs than a divine 
power work this in ſuch a ſinful heart? Surely no. 
Be thankful, O my ſoul, to the God of grace Can I 


ever praiſe him enough for bringing vile wretched 


me out of darkneſs into marvellous light ! —— My 


errand now to the throne of grace, is to get more of 


this heavenly temper, —I would have it the very 
breath of my heart daily, hourly,- and in every.mo- 
ment of my life, * Father, not as I will, but as thou 
wilt.” —O my heavenly Father, give me this confor- 
mity to th.e—Let my will be croſſed, humbled, bro- 
ken, till it js ſwallowed up in thine. Let thy will 


be 
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be the rule of mine; empty me of ſelf; and mould 
me into thine image, for Chriſt's ſake. AMEN. - 


\ 
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No. 8. 


TRUST I have had more real delight in the 
1 things of God the paſt month, and more ſolid 
pleaſure than ever I took in the world and all its gay 
r 2 = 8 divine truths of the 

ſpel have been prized and delighted in, eſpeci 
poke which relate to the divine perſon, — 
offices, actions, benefits, love and grace of the bleſ- 
ſed Redeemer—l have loved to read of him, and 
meditate on him | yet, alas, I know not what to think 
of ' myſelf. My heart is ſo apt to loſe this guſt, to 
forſake this ſavour of his name, to return to ſloth, 

and yet farther to wander from him ; and ſome days 
T have ſuch a backwardneſs to ſecret prayer, that it is, 
when performed, gone about as a taſk, and Ihave no 
| ſpiritual views of God or deſires after ſpiritual mer- 
cies. — Again, I get ſome faint glimpſe, and ſeem to 
want to have the enjoyment of.God's preſence, and 
to be afreſh brought near to him, even to his ſeat, to 
behold his glory, to ſee his beauty, and that I may 
have the higheſt eſteem of him, and ardent love to 
him, and heart-ſatisfying communion with him — 
Again, I return to a dull indifference, yea, to an ab- 
ſolute negligence of him, ſo that I can come to no clear 
ſatisfactory concluſion about my ſtate. If I am a be- 
lever, I am the loweſt of all; if a hypocrite, a ſelf- 
condemned one, and in awful danger of periſhing. 
Lord Jeſus. I beg thee to have pity on me, and fave 
me to the uttermoſt; thou canſt do it, I believe thou 
canſt, and I beg thy free mercy. True, I am a great 
finner, but my ſins, though they deſerve infinite pus 
niſhment, do not ſurpaſs thy powerful grace, for 
that is infinite. I would flee to thee, and venture on 
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thy rich grace, venture my foul upon thy grace, and 
beg to be ſaved from my ſinful nature as well as 
guilty ſtate, for the one is my malady as well as the 
* other ! Lord ſeize my whole ſoul, ſanctify and cleanſe 
every part of it, and let me from this evening be 
thine, in an everlaſting union and ſure covenant, 
and never more be my own or the worlds; bat love, 
fear, ſerve, and delight in thee for ever. Lord, let 
this be the happy event that ſhall ſucceed all my fol- 
iy, vileneſs, and guilt, the great iſſue of all my 
wanderings, my apoſtaſies and perplexities, and thine 
ſhall be the glory for ever. AMEN and AMEN. 


No. 9. 


& Hou moſt exact is nature's frame! 

« How wiſe th Eternal Mind 

« Hrs counſels never change the ſcheme 
« That his firft thoughts dgſign d. 


OR is it poſſible to add to, or alter that plan 
for the better. His foreknowledge and wiſ- 
dom excludes the ſuppoſition of any after amend- 
ment :-=It was compleat in all its parts: Each per- 
fectly adjuſted, ſo as to form one harmonious whole. 
I bluſh with a conſciouſneſs of my extreme folly, 

in every diſſatisfied thought I entertain with any of 
thy diſpenſations; O thou wiſe Governor! I am a- 
ſhamed of my baſe ingratitude in that, when thou 
haſt aſſured me, that in all thy diſpenſations, in eve- 
ry afflicting ſtroke, in every croſs, yea, in every 
ſcourge of thy rod, ſtill thou art ever mindful of 
thy covenant :” always acting in concurrence with 
it: Not a fingle circumſtance befals me but what is 
agreeable to that gracious charter. However in- 
tricate and dark my circumſtances appear to human 
reaſon, yet I have no room to diſtruſt thee ; they are 
all clear in thine eye; = though I know not what 
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is to befal me a moment before hand, whether dow- 
- Ny peace, or dire calamities await me, yet this I 
know, that putting myſelf and my all into thine 
hand, I ſhall be ſafe; — ſafe for time, and ſafe for 
eternity. I hope I have often and often commit- 
ted my immortal part into thine hands, and laid the 
- weight of its ſalvation on my divine Redeemer, and 
with ſacred pleaſure left it with him :—To his all- 
- gracious care have I alfo repeatedly truſted all m 
temporal concerns, and with an entire affiance left 
them with him And O! with what facred ſereni- 
ty have I then walked under the ſhadow of his 
wings? How did I riſe above all my fears ; above all 
my ſufferings; above all my enemies; and in the 
- triumphs of faith could ſay, ä 


« T know Ive made my refuge God, 

* And found a mot ſecure abode ; 
„Have walk'd all day beneath his ſhade ; 
And ibere at night reſted my head. 

« Now { will ſay, My Gad, thy pow'r 

« Shall be my refuge and my tow'r, 

« 1, that am form'd of feeble duſt, 

« Make thine Almighty arm my truſt ; 

& How happy 1! my Maker's care 

« Shall keep me from the fowler's ſnare, &c. 
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, Thus bleſt was I in the ſweets of heavenly peace, 
f while I repoſed myſelf in the arms of eternal Truth. 
5 What remains, O my ſoul, but a renewal of thoſe 
4 Acts of faith? This will enſure renewed happineſs — 
Go, then, and depoſit all thy caſe with him, on 
whoſe ſhoulder hangs the weight of the whole crea- 
tion! Go and carry thy burdens, thy wants, thy 

griefs, thy fears, thy deſires, to him, and leave all 

at the foot of his throne; — having done this, reſt 

WET fatisfied that he who is the Hearer of prayer will, in 
his time, redreſs thee z—that nothing ſhall befal thee 

but what infinite wiſdom ſees to be beſt ! Stedfaſtly 


continue 
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continue to confide in him: Believe his promiſes, - 
and live upon his faithfulneſs : So ſhall they be life 
unto thee ; and ſtrength to all thy ſoul ! What are 
all the pleaſures of ſenſe, the blandiſhments of the 
world, but nauſeous dregs ? What the ſociety of the 
moſt knowing, and beſt of friends ? it is empty to 
the communion I long after! What the knowledge 
of nature, to true ſpiritual acquaintance with na- 
ture's Origin! Never had I a taſte, nay, nor a con- 
ception of pleaſure, till a ray of divine glory beam - 
ed on me, and warmed this heart, and diſſolved it 
with love! The heavenly luſtre ſpread all around 
me; I welcomed its illuminations, and felt its enli- 
vening influence! I then opened into marvellous 
light, and inexpreſſible communications followed! 
And though the divine Being had before appear- 
ed in his moſt dreadful attributes, and I was in fear. 
ful horror, knowing my ſins, my enmity and obſti- 
nacy, I conſidered him as my almighty Enemy; and 
was trembling under the weight of my guilt, and 
His anger; yet no ſooner did he by his Spirit reveal 
himſelf in his true character, but that inward reve- 
lation wrought ſuch effects, and was followed with 
ſuch conſequences, as nothing but almighty grace 
can perform. From union to him by faith, flows 
communion with him; and this communion I Have 
called, and nothing elſe can I call, Zzppine/s. . 
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Fo would I get my heart in tune for the ſacred 
exerciſes of piety; but ah! my affections are 
cold, my mind lazy, and ] cannot with vigour per 
form any duty! When will my-releaſe come from this 4 
burdenſome clog of clay? When ſhall my happy jus 

bilee appear! when [I ſhall get free from this princi- 

ple of ſin within, from a diſtracting world without ! + 
When {hall this heart ceaſe to be treacherous, _ 

I'S: my. 
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my dear Redeemer ! When wilt thou take the entire 
Poſſeſſion of me, and cauſe me to live wholly to 
thee! I am weary and ſick of my ſloth and inacti- 
vity in the ſublime buſineſs of devotion. Thou de- 
ſer veſt to be ſerved with the height of pious affec- 
tions ;—nothing leſs than the burning ardour of fer- 
vent love ſhould accompany each prayer, each thankſ- 
giving each ejaculation, yea, each thought! But, 
alas ! my devout expreſſions freeze on my lips, my 
Reart is cold to all the impreſſions of redeeming love! 
That it is ſo, is, I hope, a burden to me. I 
cannot be eaſy, I muſt ariſe and ſeek him whom 
my ſoul lovethz” loveth, though with fo faint a 
flame, ſo infinitely ſhort of the merit of the Object. 
As long as am in this tabernacle, I expect to 
groan under my burdens I have many kinds of bur. 
dens But the greateſt of all is, the plague of my 
own heart : I have the higheſt reaſon to cry out with 
the great apoſtle, and great Chriſtian, © O wretched 
man that I am, who ſhall deliver me from this body 
of fin! Bleſſed be God, a Deliverer is provided: 
Jeſus has undertaken the work, and has he not om- 
nipotence to effect it ?—Be encouraged, then, O my 
foul, to hold out in thy conteſt with fin— reſiſting 
its motions - ſtruggling, fighting, wreſtling even un- 
til death: fo ſhalt thou gain the conqueſt, and re- 
ceive the /aure/ of him, who purchaſed both the vic- 
tory and the reward by his ſpotleſs righteouſneſs and 
meritorious ſufferings - Bear up a little longer, and 
preſs through all difficulties :—When once thou get 
teſt free, no more ſhalt thou cry out, of a dark un- 
derſtanding, cold affections, perverſe will, nor mur- 
muring paſſions, but all thy ſoul ſhall be ſweetly at- 
tempered to the buſineſs and bleſſedneſs of that ſtate 
where God is ſerved in all the perfect beauties of ho- 
lineſs !— Amen. Even fo LoRD J Es us, may this be 
the lot of the unworthieſt of thy creatures, even for 
thine.own mercies ſake, , Amen and Amen. 5 


It was thought proper to annex the following 
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LETTER, wrote by Mrs. GiLL, to the fore- 
going papers: As ſuch a ſerious plain Addreſs, 
often proves more ſerviceable than the moſt la- 
 boured Compoſition. It was wrote in the Tear 
175 5. and ſealed with this Order, Not to 


be opened till after my Death:“ And, in 
Compliance with her requeſt, it was not. 
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To all my young Acquaintance, iuto whoſe hands theſe. 


lines may come. 


A® from the-invifible world, (that world of ſpi- 


rits into which mine will have entered before 


= 


* 
oy 


this is preſented you) I now addreſs you; and'l ear- - 


neſtly intreat you to receive my meſſage. - 


bilities of this mortal life, that it is a diſintereſted 


* 
- 


I may now ſay, ſince | ſhall be beyond the ſenſi- - 


love and coneern for your beſt good, that prompts 


me to this. With pity have Joften thought on your 
caſe: Frequently has my heart bled in ſecret for thoſe 


of you who live eſtranged. from God, ignorant of the 
leaſures of the divine - life, unacquainted with the 
ovely Redeemer, with communion with God, the 


gracious influences of his Spirit, and the tokens of 


- 
* 


„ 
* 
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his love and favour ! And while I have feen you en- 


gaged in a round of amuſements.and ſenſual gratifi- 
cations, the world ſmiling on you, and you hearken- 
i ing 
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ing to its deluſive promiſes—pleaſing yourſelves with 
its airy Fanities, have thought you, (as you really are), 
a company of ſpirits made and bound for eternity, 
and ſpeedily haſtening to it, and uncertain whether 
you ſhould be happy in the ſociety of perfected ſpi- 
rits, and in the ſatisfying preſence of God for ever, 
or be miſerably fixed in a ſtate of enmity to him, in 
company with unholy devils: And yet you are di- 
verting on the borders cf this eternity, as ſecurely as 
tho” you could never enter into it. Let me therefore 
intreat you, by all the motives proper to ſway you, as 
reaſonable, as immortal beings, to ſecure your eternal 
welfare without any delay—till that is done you are 
in conſtant hazard of eternal death : The next hour 
may be the finiſhing, the deciding period—can you 
be eaſy to ſtand on the brink of ETERNITY, ready 
to fall, and not know how your ſtate will be deter- 
mined at the awful bar of Gop ?—Dare you venture 
into his preſence, whoſe all-ſeeing eye penetrates the 
inmoſt reeeſſes of your hearts, and not know whe- 
ther he is your FRIEND or your ALMIGHTY ENE- 
MY ? Can you think of appearing before him as a 
Jv DGE, and reſt till you have ſecured him as your 
SAVIOUR ?— Are not your ſouls precious? Do you 
really ſee their importance? If you do not, go viſit 
a dying bed—ſee what that will teach you, read the 
word of God, and there you will find the Maker of 
ſouls tells you, that they are of more worth than 
a whole world, —But this is not all, conſider the 
value Chriſt ſet on them; to ſave ſouls, the eternal 
WorD condeſcended to veil his glory, to take on: 
him the form of a ſervant, and in that form to ſuf- 
fer and die. Read the hiſtory of his life his hum- 
ble ſtate—his hardſhips and indignities—-his painful 
ignominious death—the agonies of his ſoul— his 
bearing the wrath of God— ſuffering under the im- 
menſe weight of the divine diſpleaſure.— Read his 

| : agony 
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agony in the garden, and on the croſs, and all loud 
ly ſpeak the worth of each of your ſouls. 

Would you be happy in life? The ways of vital 
godlineſs are indeed pleaſant, and the keeping God's 
commandments brings a peace paſſing underſtanding! 
Would you be fitted to meet death without terror ? 
Come to Chriſt, and he will take away the ſting of 
it, and it ſhall be to you a ſweet paſſage way to glo- 
ry! Would ypu be ſafe for eternity? An intereſt in 
Chriſt will give you ſuch a ſure title to eternal life, 
as nothing can annul ! —— What pleas ſhall I uſe to 
perſuade you to be religious? Shall I tell you your all 
depends upon it; that this is the only way to glori- 
fy God, and that you cannot be happy here or here- 
after, without it? Shall I allure or terrify you ? Shall 
F tell you that Heaven with all its joys, that God 
himſelf muſt be yours, or you muſt have Hell, with 
all its amazing terrors, the guilt of fin, the ſtings 
of conſcience, the wrath of an incenſed God, and a 
flighted Saviour, for your miſerable portion to eter- 
nity ! Can you think of the contraſt, and heſitate a 
moment which to chuſe !|——1 ſpeak as from ETER- 
NITY, won't you believe me ?——Shall I allure you 
by the grace of the goſpel? Shall I tell you of the 
amiableneſs, the tranſcendent lovelineſs of the bleſ- 
ſed Mediator—'That he is altogether glorious in his 
perſon, and in his mediatorial character: That he is 
all- ſufficient to ſave you. Shall I aſſure you he is 
now w://ing: to do it, offers himſelf with all Eis be- 
nefits to you, and waits your acceptance —— lf you 
will accept him, he will be your almighty Friend, 
your ſatisfying Portion, your prevalent Interceſſor, 
and he will be all this, for ever. — — You ſhall. be 
filled with love, joy, and peace — Shall fee ſuch glo- 
ries, and feel ſuch happineſs, as is beyond the con- 
ception of the moſt raiſed mind on earth to conceive ! 
This is ſomething of the bliſs Chriſt now offers you |! 
—And what aniwer will you now give him ?— Will 
you 
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vou accept or refuſe ?—one or the other you muſt 
do. Do you begin to conſider ? And are you ready 
to aſk, © What methods ſhall I ufe to get into the 
narrow path which leads to life.” ——It is, no doubt, 
ur indiſpenfible duty immediately . to repent and 
elieve the goſpel: And, although none but God 
can give you this repentance and faith, yet, as he 
uſually works through the inftrumentality of means, 
as the moſt probable method to obtain them, — take 
time for ſerious meditation—let not one day paſs with · 
out it.— Diligently attend all the means of grace, 
public, private, and ſecret— Be much in fecret prayer 
— hear every ſermon as for your life, and as though 
it was the laſt—Labour to keep eternity in view—-la-- 


our to realize the eye of God always on you—theſe 


are powerful incentives to diligence. —Afﬀociate with 
the fearers of God—ſeek for proper companions to. 
whom you may open your caſes, and do not be a- 
fraid or aſhamed to do it—O do not be aſhamed to 

appear openly. or fingularly good; — bear on your 

minds that you cannot get to heaven without pains, 
arduous labours, and perſevering ſtrivings. Reli- 


come in by the bye, but it is the one thing neceſſary, 
and muſt be the chief buſineſs of your lives; —you- 
muſt give God your whole hearts. Do not think you 
can ſerve God and fin together - but remember that 
real religion is a conformity of the ſoul to God in 
moral diſpoſitions, and therefore that ſin muſt be 
forſaken—you muſt turn from all fin, or you will ne- 
ver turn to God.—Reſolve in a humble dependance 
on the help of Chriſt, to delay no longer, but im- 
mediately to ſet about this great work in earneſt. 
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gion is not the work of a day - nor is it a thing to 


- 


5.45 3 


- 


mi 
| { 


r EL nm ; 9 


From the Bosron Evenine Post. 


Auguft 12, 1771. 


LL AST Monday died, aged 43 years, Mrs. 84 
RAH GILL, conſort of Mr. Mosgs GiLI, 


merchant, the laſt deſcendant of the late Reverend 


and learned Mr. Thomas PRINcR, paſtor of the 


Old South Church in this town. — The great Author 
of Nature had beſtowed on her a genius uncommon- 
ly ſtrong and penetrating, and placed her under the 
care of an affectionate father, whoſe pleaſing em- 
ployment was to cultivate her infant mind, and guide 


her in the exerciſe and improvement of thoſe talents 


with which ſhe was ſo liberally endowed.— And the 
_ early advances ſhe made in uſeful knowledge, toge- 
ther with the bene volent diſpoſition which graced 
her whole deportment, more than anſwered the 
fondeſt expectation of her kind parent. As ſhe had 


been taught in her childhood to reverence the Chri- 


ſtian religion, in riper years, upon a candid and ac- 
curate examination of the evidence upon which it 


was founded, ſhe was fully convinced of its divine 


Original; and that a ſtrict conformity to its precepts 
conſtituted the higheſt happineſs of which the hu- 
man foul is capable. — Having determined that the 
facred Scriptures were the only true criterion of her 
actions, ſhe made it her daily care to examine her- 
felf thereby : And, under the happy influence of ſo 
wiſe a determination, ſhe performed the various ſo- 


cial and moral duties with an unaffected eaſe : To her 
parents ſhe was obſervant and dutiful; to her huſ- 


band 
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band ſhe was tender and affectionate; to her domef. 

tics indulgent and beneficent. — She was ever ami- 

able among her acquaintance—a conſtant and warm 

friend, and never failed with compaſhon and gene. 

roſity to relieve the neceſſities of the poor. Nor 
was her benevolence confined within the narrow li- 

mits of private connections, but extended to the 

whole human race: And having great merit in the 
literary world, ſhe had the advantage of being fully 
acquainted with the ſtate of mankind ; and from a 
thorough conviction of their right to freedom, and 
the importance of it to their felicity, both here and 
hereafter, ſhe, to her lateſt hour, fervently wiſhed 
and prayed for the liberty of the world in general, 
and of her own country in particular —— But with 
all her accompliſhments, it muſt be mentioned as 
worthy of imitation. that ſhe ever diſcovered that 
Chriſtian humility which ariſes from a juſt ſenſe of 
human imperfection ; and therefore ſhe did not build 
her hopes of future happineſs upon her own righte- 
ouſneſs, but relied wholly on him whoſe merit and 
atonement is / ſufficient. She bore her long and 
ſeverely painful illneſs, with - fortitude which was at 
once demonſtrative of her own ſincerity, and of the 
reality of that religion which ſupported her. She ſaw 
the approaches of what men call Death, with pleaſure, 
looking upon it as a tranſition to that life and im- 
mortality which is brought to light by the goſpel of 
Jeſus Chriſt — Her near relatives and numerous 
friends find their only conſolation. under ſo heavy a 
bereavement, in contemplating that glory which ſhe 
is now undoubtedly in the full poſſeſſion of. — Her 
dody was conveyed to the grave with every mark of 
that unfeigned eſtegm which the fo highly deſer ved. 
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